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At the Xavier Institute far Higher Learning, the last few weeks
have been anything but narmal for several of the X-Men...

Alex Summers, the longtime X-Man known Havok, has
finally emerged from his coma and rejoins the X-Men alongside
Lorna Dane, his fiancé. Loma, better known by her X-Men code-
name of Polarls, has undergone an extreme shift In attitude and
demeanor of late, after witnessing the deaths of sixteen million
mutants on the island nation of Genosha several months ago.
Add to that the fact that Rlex has fallen In love with Annle, the
young nurse who aided him out of his coma, and It Is easy to
see why Alex and Lorna's relationship is anything but smooth
these days ... even despite Lorna’s recent proposal of marriage
to Rlex and their upcoming wedding,

Meanwhile, Kurt Wagner, the X-Man known as Nightcrawler,
surprises the team with a shock announcement. He has decid-
ed to step down as leader of the X-Men, and quickly leaves the
school to accompany Alex and Loma on a quick archeological
expedition to the Bermuda Trlanale — a trip which results In a
chance encounter with the mysterious Church of Humanity
arganization, and ends In the death of Alex’s old college pro-
fessor,

But these trying times at the Xavier manslan are anly a small
hint of the horrors to come... the X-Men awake one moming to
find several woung mutants nailed to crosses on their front

lawn. Amaong the victims are several young mutants previously
assoclated with the X-Men, including Magma, Jubilee, Skin and
Jesse Bedlam. Jubllee fortunately survives the massacre, but
the others don't fare as well.

Now, with the deaths of young mutants to avenge, the X-
Men seek out the organization that they feel Is responsible —
The Church of Humanity. An organization, it seems, which has
strange ties to the X-Men's ve crawler..
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Those same people
believe you may not
abort an unborn
4 That you are

murdering a
human life.

That human life
is sacred.

It's Father
Whitney!

there anyone
else alfve down

...but not SR
for long,

‘ --or "collateral
damage.”

Make

i some room

everyone,

\_please...




You were right
to question,
Kurt...

...you were right
torealize that
wearing a collar

& and livingina
| ) church...
..doesn't
make you closer

want to catch
anyone on the

N | . They were so angry when
jagged floor. A

Ifailed to keep you in the
. priesthood...

...when I failed to

H / curb 30Ur_ lustful
ft esires.

- e .
l -4 > 1had spent so
x much time convincing {8
| \ J Bl them that you would g
A R\ € . be our greatest ff -
N ? b \ @ achievement... et
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..ONce you
became...

—
.. Who, ¥
) Father? what are
I you talking
e about?

Itried to find...
n another...
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...we gathered
sO many... you can
see how many in the

church here...
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sorry, Kurt. I |}

was just doinF g

what they told
me.

Inever !
E‘Jil:l ected...
..to like

you.



" Who'sin Montana, 14

Father? The Church What do
Of Humanity? _, uoumean, “they
never left” 4 _

Get our healers,

7@ N
N - Warren and Xorn,
s 1= 3 here now... and when
~ % ‘ everything is in more
v ....\

S\MA capable hands than

Scott, get in
touch with the
Xavier Institute
and the local
hospital.

-




-- we're
going to
Montana.

Afew months
back, we tracked the
Church of Humanity to
their home base in a
compound a hundred | we arrived
miles outside of knocked them
Butte, Jean...

4 came away with /=
nothing.

Then they all W But based on what Father e --I'm thinking they never A mutant-hating, gun-wielding,
left Montana. You were just mind-controlling religious

“teleported” out Whitney said, and the mind-
s r made to believe they did sect in the middle of Montana

of the compound tampering you've obviously

when things got
hairy, right?

={”  turned youinto a priest.

Sounds
reasonable.

But then, I hang around with
people who read minds, have claws,
teleport, control magnetic fields
and shoot power beams out of
their eyes... so I'm hardly
grounded, now am 17

Are you saying
there's something
unusual about us

X-Men, Summers?,

: T'll scan ahead
to see if I can pick

| up a psychic signature

strong enough to mind-
control on the level
we're presuming...
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It seems
to be leading
the others.

they mlthi‘feet | i ! EE ERDRAL
me searching, |8 i | ; = - -
and become . / s N%ENT ‘Nh... !

They're
coming...

.1 can actually see
them projected into my
mind by Mutant 143
there.

He must have
been exceedingly
effective at convincing |
the Wagner mutant
into believing he was
a priest. 7

Good. It's a
tfr;nbre leader,
which is ultimately “ynfortunately,
why it was Wrond we were b!indgd
forourplans. 4 byits love of
God...

..and the ability
to hide its true Satanic
appearance under a false,
*human" face with Xavier's
image-inducer.




How perfect it would allow Wagner to ' tdke E Mutantkind would have been hunted
have been to place our le of E e he de >f the Antichrist,
demon 3 S ¢ v ] £ " d would have

current Pope--

--only to be reveafed \
y ti md Faiiure

] ] ruined b
urch forever young Kurt Wac
destroyed. like all men -

- to quietly
destrog his hidden
cache of potential

mutant replacements
for the Wagner
demon.

ort unrtu
tosend a
messadge.

calling cards on
the front lawn of |
Xavier's mansion

God gave you brains, ®
B\ not to do your bldqu
T my soldiers -- y




Tell our soldiers to use Mutant 143 to
prepare for the arrival cloud the X
of the X-Men, Bishop , and it will be
Pesmond. A fishina

Before,
Ididn't
want them

Kurt, Jean
and the others
are all inside,

summers.

Let's do
our part,
Lorna.

«.don't they
all look like ants |
from up here? 48

Shouldn't we
just evacuate
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ILLUSION! we ANT &
FIGHTIN'

Thi They think y
: t"—” they're actually fighting
is too something and we just
easy. keep filling them with
=S holes! :

« o add olfactory |
sensations to §
1 the illusion, or ;
\ isit too late
4 now?

Logan, you've got to
PAMMIT! , get us OUT of here!

: - NoWIM N
| SMELLIN' B
\ STUFF, 700!

I've thrown a \ KNOWIFI [
magnetic shield \ & CAN--
around you, i -
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The others
are being
slaughtered!
The X-Plane
is destroyed,
and --

Y --oh, God,
Scott is down
and he's been

shot!

A psuchic mutant -- Logan's This is why we had to sﬁlit Po what you
is filling their minds burning, and up the team, Alex! so they canto support
with illusions, Lorna's been ; could cover us while we them, Jean. You've
: shot, too! Pammit, Kurt, snuck in. covered our
I never should entrance.
have let you talk A -
me into splitting 40 Right. I'm
up the team. : oing after
/ the psychic
mutant.

( Fine. The rest of us
will get to the Pope
and end this
lunacy!

Are
you the
X-Men?

I'm a Priest...

a human, but

I'm on your
side.

They've been
experimenting
onme and I want
a chance to help
stop them.




I know
what their
\ planis.

:.:* ih ] :
LOGAN, M
\ GET POWN! ‘

)

NOT LINTIL
I CAN TAKE
SOME OF THEM
WITH ME!

IPIOT! I'm
holding all
these bullets
here for a




-- ANP
YOU'RE IN
THE WAY?

SR

Lorna, N, 4
you can't L
Just...

«you'll Kill
them...
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A point:
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Begin casting an
illusion, Mutant
143...
e
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...something that
will give us time —

toretrieve His
Eminence and

escape. \

@ Loy She

o {1
What
isit?

WHAT'S
WRONG?
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walk through -
the valley of —
the shadow of
death...
|
-.protect /
your follower,
my Lord, Jesus
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God has
heard your
prayer, my sad §

. little man-- -
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R " B -- then, when the current Catholic Pope steps ¥ At some key point they'll
A B\ down or dies, they're going to put a shape- then reveal-- very publicly
shifterin place of his successor. the “Pope’ as a mutant... &2
T |\ ' I . Preferably a
0 - ] ¥ . demonic-looking :

o mutant who's a shape- =

’ shifter, or someone

i with one of Xavier's

b i image-inducers.
e It's a device that

creates an illusion of
‘normalcy” around an

“unusual’-looking Kurt has
mutant. some personal
R . experience with

that.



You're the
one they were
training to
ascend to the
Papacy!

And once they had
me in place, they would
initiate a false Rapture,
wouldn't they? ~

to be hea
“Antichrist" and
destroy the (
: completely.

" How would N

eve : Cx o they initiate
by a failure

in the image-
inducer --

don't taste
right.

The Rapture is the moment when ¢ . Years of damnati \ Once the Antichrist
determines the world will end, and all torture and hell at |8 is revealed, and the
true Christians are taken directly o the hands of the & true savior
to heaven. B Antichrist -- y ‘

They vanish
right out of their
\ clothes, their jewelry,
b their fillin 7

-- wherever is
» il they are, whatever beginning thinds

they're doing. / A Y, : with the Rapture

v, i : 1 and if holy wafers

A e 3 N / were tagrpered
: s g A 1 with --

You're
kidding.
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the Wafers he had

Th
VLW | cisintegrated

die, but we will be
HANGEP, in a

We will not all
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something that
could make Catholics
the world over--
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>\ TRUMPET!

_ Woe to you
scribes and Pharisees,
HYPOCRITES!

For you cross
the sea to make

-- and you make the NEW : Yc:‘u‘re no
convert TWICE as much as beast to me,
a child of hell yourselves!

Ou PARE use
the language of
GOP against

was given a
mouth utteri
You may as soon 8 haughty an
spit in the EYE of my blasphemous
Lord, you spawn of words!
Satan and worshipper
of godless science!




You shall not
bow down to fals

Punishing =
children for
the iniquity of
parents

but you shall LOVE
your neighbor as
TOUK'SELF

. 9'ven
i NN
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Fhe
the
—

/ (:cuu shall not take

) /" or bear
W | grudge against
i/ any of your

LOVE (4
ENEMIES
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Yeah, and
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W irts up those
who gre bowed
own... i 5
..the Lord [
LOVES the 3 me your
 righteous... R hand!

NN\ \

My name is
Kurt Wagner.

believed I was
a priest.




—-.-— - i i i Lo h She had been ] i
Thad a crisis | N & -- and ruined FO ! B raped by a priest--
of faith -- ! someone's L AR e iy — ]

. | hidden plan

for world b - . " ‘
dommat.-on. . R infid t
i " t i

loved and did
In the days that not want to
followed, we learned leave.
i that the woman who |
¢] became the Church

A religion she '
felt compelled |
believed her God had to destroy--

never make
abandoned her--

myself believe

that God
N\
only that he'd
anged her life's
direction in His

I I understand her
own unique way.

perspective, even
if I disagree with

her goals.
B She never '
| lost faith
| in Him-- &

1 1k "

T —'I—_ only in the
religion claimed
| by his followers.

11

We might have
cause to fear
religion, at
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