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NOT
THATIT IS
MY LUNARBRSHED
INTENT TO RAISE THE
HOPES OR WARM THE
COOKIES OF MY
COMPATRIOTS'

-- BUT WITHIN
MY ADMITTEDLY
LIMITED KNOWLEDGE
OF ALL THINGS
METEOROLOGICAL.. A

iiid W
POSTULATIONS
NERR POSITIVELY
PREPICT THAT THE
CURRENT CONDENSATION
WILL COINCIDE CORKECTLY
WITH THE MOST DESIRED &
OF CHRONOLOGICAL &
OCCURRENCES/

THAT MEAN
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AS WE'VE
ALL DECIDED TO
DIVEST OURSELVES OF
THE YOLK OF MUTANTDOM
IN GENERAL AND X-MENESS
IN PARTICULAR ON THIS 4
CHRISTMRAS EVE...

vee WHO
WOULD LIKE TO JOIN
ME -- MY IMAGE-INDUCED
FORM NOTWITHSTANDING —
AND THE TEMPTING
TRISH TILBY FOR
DINNER?

BUT,
REMY s AH
HOPED — 4

TN S TEMPTING
\ TRISH TILBY*?

SORRY, DPr. MCCOY,
BUT WE'VE GOT OTHER
PLANS RS WELL.

NO, BUT IF YOU'D
CRRE TO CHAUFFEUR
MY FRIEND AND I
FOR A WHILE -~




DO I NEED —ORISIT
TO COME UP

ENOUGH TO SAY
WITH A POLITE  THAT AFTER THE

EVENTS OF THE PAST :
(OORING FORWRRD . cE YOU ALt
TO AN EVENING 2 MANS
ALONE? . IONF

ACTUALL

Yy
AH'D LOVE TO
JOIN Y'ALL/

AH
JUST GOT
A FEW THINGS
TPICK UP FOR |
MY BROTHERS [ois

R
IN T'THE TOY STORE
RIGHT QUICK AND Hagtass




AH HAVE ,
TO APMIT -~
IF AH WASN'T SO
FAR INTO THE
CHRISTMAS
SPIRIT ..

FaE HH EECKGH
AH'D BE PRETTY
DEPRESSED.

AH
MEAN, THIS
AIN'T EXACTLY
BEEN A BANNER
YEAR FOR
MUTRANTS.

: PROFESSOR ™
XAVIER SLIPS A GEAR
OR TWO, MAGNETO
JOINS THE X-MEN AND

DPESTROYS THE
WORLD.

L ONSLALUGHT PRACTICALLY

AH'M STILL A
REALLY LUCKY
< asuy.

AH
GOT ANOTHER
FAMILY RIGHT
HERE...

=
REAL SPECIAL T

ONE.

MOST
O' THE HEROES ARE
GONE®, AND TWO WEEKS
LATER, GRAYDON CREED
GETS ASSASSINATED IN

WARREN
AND BETSY ARE
CHANGIN' RIGHT IN

FRONT OF OUR EYES...

FRONT OF X-FACTOR AND 'aNb (CEMAN'S GONE i

ALL O THE WHOLE
JON.® o

IF'N
AH PON'T
COUNT ALL THE

EOPLE WHO'RE

P
ALWAYS TRYIN'
TO KILL
ME --

OFF TO BOND
WITH HIS

PA.

HAP
TO YOU AND
YOURS.

NOT THAT SURE
AHMERN TO AH MISS MR,
COMPLAIN.  JOSH, JED

JOELLE AND
PRIGE...

FEF HND
O' COURSE,
Pﬂt!d
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WELL, THAT
WORKED OUT
BETTER THAN

IT HAD ANY
RIGHT TO.

AH'M
FINE.

BUT
THE STORE'S
STILL FULL'A

"CANNONI Y oo
PREATOR OF THE
ROYAL GALACTIC
HOUSE OF THE
SHI'AR EMPIRE.

I CAME
IN SEARCH

MEANS
AH GOTTA...

vss FING 1.

A2
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IJ'

IMPERIAL

) GUARDP! 4




NOT
THE MOST
DISCREET USE O'
' YOUR MAGNETIC
POWERS,

TH
: REALIZE
CYCLOFPS WOULD
| HAVE BOTH OUR &

I'M GOING
TO GO OuT
ON A LIMB

'-"'ld-.
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I...- 11.5.{} — - —.\_'\-.\.'-' I _'.-.-..Ir-':-l'.'_-‘..- -
EI' o ",-:..';'_:--" .."-" i ._“ ‘ -!.J J I_.*-. Iy 'y
Ly J1 1"'\-.." ||"I-\. I'.FE-.r_h.'i

i -."' .!_,__ ,.
(] _‘F‘ LA _|l f} .l‘ e
i Ji_..-_-‘:_ "' a:,g.:'-r-‘..} -r:‘ %&J

"AT :

OBVIOUST SORRY,; SIR.
WE'LL PUT

YOU DOWN

R THINK YOU'RE
| ALL TRYING YOUR
BEST TO LEAD
A YOUR OWN
H WEEJ'!!
LOT OF
TIMES GOING
OUT OF YOUR WAY
TO MAKE SURE LIS
2\  NORMAL FOLK

I'M SAYING IS
ITS AN HONOR 10
HRAVE YOU IN MY

CAB. '

I MERN,
CHRISTMRAS
IS A TIME FOR

YOU COULD
PROP US OFF
AT THE WORLD
TRAPE CENTER -—- 4
THAT WOULD BE
PERFECT.




FHE HWH}‘HI I

« AT 387 PARK
SOUTH.

FRF

I WOULD
LOVE FOR ME

THREE DAYS FROM

SCOTT AND
JOE HAVEN'T
EVEN §TARTED
S\ THE NEXT
ISSUE/

GIVE
THE BOYS A
KIES GOOPNIGHT
FOR ME AND...

I'LL, Uh..,
BE HOME
SOON.
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ACCORDIN' TO
THE PROFESSOR'S

- THIS BUT IF

FELLATOOKON [T'SUP T'ME

FANT T'STOP HIS
TFOUR AND  REMPRGE,. B
WON/e

RECKON AHM
GONNA HAVETA 8







rey mE
HARDER...

.« AGAINST
YOU...

e T.H E
HARDER. ..

=

SURRENDER
& NOW BEFORE
o\ " YouHuRT
8\ YOURSELF.

= s,
..\_..I:\.._

IT'S CALLED
"PRAYING",

WAS T'USE YOUR OWN
MOMENTUM RGRINST
YA BY CHANGING
DIRECTIONS., —

SOMETHIN' WE

WHAT
AR e e - AHM DOIN' NOW ==

RS WE HEAD FOR THE
A CONSTRUCTION SIGHT
: BELOW..?

f |_ &



HE TWIN. ) ) T
TOWERS. HAVE A
= CONFESSION
TO MAKE, : |

AS CLOSE AS YO ROGLUE.
CAN GET TO THE
TOP OF THE WORLD §

® :
IN NEW YORK CITY. I'M...
' - : GLAD GAMBIT

DECIDED NOT

“,
=
-
-
-

s

. v TO JOIN US
41| TN 3 '
' ;;’:Iii,t -J'?fi;*:i R | HAVE BEEN
t_:';}l";s: M'rtllli_" “ ; '@ - pLHHHIHE’ TH!E
Al | %l‘,:'ii!”ii : L, YOU FOR SEVERAL
LRI IR, . ‘F{\\’.' § 15N T DAYS NOW. VESURPRISEY,
) LIKE A CHRISTMAS

PRESENTT
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A
nS IRPRISE" oy =
ASINAGIFTTO Y —t
M THE WOMAN WHO ..« WELL,
s HAS SHOWN ME SO FOR ALMOST RS
D, MUCH KINDNESS 4 LONG RS I CAN
. FOR... REMEMBER.

& ARE LOOKING
AT THE INTERIOR
WEBBING OF THE SO-
CALLED Z'NOXX
/s CHAMBEER.,

4 THE LAST FEW
NIGHTS, I HAVE BEEN
PECONSTRUCTING

' 1 .I_;- H : I.-I ade ol I,'r-..._'-.q.l.-‘-,'-l:'.'_- . e . =T rm”spmf”&
AP ol N IT FROM THE ROOM
bt Rl A S % u L BEHE“TH THE ':(_MEHI-E

WESTCHESTER
MRANSION...

4 _ s .. AND
o { SR e D f RECALIBRATING ITS
- T 170 ISR Y ESSENTIAL PSI-GRADIENT
\ ¢ WL ERT R Sl R - INFRASTRUCTURE TO
COINCIDE IN AN OPEN RIR
ENVIRONMENT.




g PROFESSOR XAVIER |5 BUT WHAT IF THE MIND WHAT IF THAT #
PROBABLY EVEN MORE g THRT CONTRINED MIND REMAINED B
BRILLIANT THAN ANYONE . THOSE THINGS WAS YCLOTHED" —-

S|ISPECTS. HE CREATED THE UNRERACHABLEP i
| TECHNOLOGY TO AUGMENT
A HIS OWN MENTAL POWERS -- THE 5““&”“*5
{ AND ERECTED A SHIELDING THRT B YOU WERR GLOVES
WOULD PREVENT HIM FROM : d TO PREVENT YOUR SKIN
PSIONIC DETECTION BY oW & v FROM CONTACTING
THE ALIEN Z'NOXX . 7 M\ WITH ANOTHER
Nz Yol i _ HUMAN?P

WHEN ALL
IS SAID AND
DONE...

e IT'S
ONE BIG
FILTER.

BUT
IT'S A FILTER
THAT CAN BE
USED IN EITHER

__ N\ IMPRESSED,

i; JEsioe A, Y JOSEPH. CLEARLY

-. | YOU PUT ALOT O
1_.'. I.,-r ;rq- Pl """_-'_‘."":':a',‘-. ] J. TIHE iHTﬂ THIE

BUT
AH NEED
TO KNOW THIS
BECAUUUSE..?

e

ROGUE
YOUR POWER IS
TACTILE-BASED N
NATURE,

you

Sou P o -

ABSORBING THEIR Y-YOU'RE
o MEMORIES, THEIR SAYIN'..P
P\ FEELINGS... THEIR
5\ ENTIRE BEINGS.

I'M SAYING TO JOSEPH... PLEASE. RH'VE
CLOSE YOUR ETES, BEEN DOWN THIS RORD
ROGUE. BEFORE..,

e AND
IT ONLY LEADS TO DO
DISAPPOINTMENT, ‘J’DU&%U ST

iy MR s 5 -

iz e————] S —
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MERRY
CHRISTMRAS, .
\ ROGUE., AR _
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SOUGHT YOU
AND YOUR MONGREL
BRETHREN OUT FOR R
PARTICLLAR REASON,
MUTANT/

: AND
THAT REASON
DID NOT INCLUDE
SUFFERING RAFFRONTS
TO MY PERSONRAGE
BY you!

AH'M
A MIGHT
WINDED BY
THAT LAST
BLOW...

i BUT
IF'N AH CAN
TURN AND COME
uP EI.IEHIHE

- |~ ‘:_ 4
T -1 - - e - L - L B v

.y

"i.l.-'. - :-.'-1 a

- L]
- L

L]

r =
gEETEENERE W)

mo

F oW

S AH
I ", i oy ;: s 25 "HHQ THERE'I
LN SIR--

YERH,
wELLI‘“‘

e ?H
MIGHT...

RH
RCTUALLY
FELT THAT
ONE IN MY

TEETH/




ALL
AH DID WRS
EXPAND MY
. ICINET&?EF:‘ELF,

I'LL

ol TAKE THAT UNDER

HE'S
NOT == HE
CAN PO IT,
TOO!
' FROM
WHAT ax
REMEMBER
GLADIATOR CAN
DO ANYTHIN' HE
SETS 1"*"51 MIND

ADPVISEMENT.

AND
YOU, TERRAN,
MIGHT WANT
TO LOSE THE
JACKET.

YA
MIGHT WRNNR
CRY "UNCLE"
BEFORE AH TURN
MY POWER ON
You/

BECRAUSE
ITS A LOT HOTTER
WHERE YOU'RE
GOING.

WHICH IS
THE CENTER
OF THE
SUN/




TER

IT'S BEEN SRID THAT
IN THE INSTANT BEFORE
PEATH, YOUR LIFE
FLHﬁgEE BEFORE YOLR

HHFT SHRF ;awsnm : PG e i
i TS ] pispATCHING [
. A

v ] el
-
N e

e INSTEAD, HE RECALLS
. M EVERYTHING HE KNOWS
S| ABOUT GLADIATOR, AND

L | HOW THE IMPERIAL

S| GUARDSMAN'S POWER [

IT HAS BEEN THEORIZED
THAT GLAPIATOR IS
ESSENTIALLY FUELED BY
CONFIDENCE. ..

5 il

E "
ST
# :

o l'. -f;.ff:""‘::.t-frgn' yf

d !1. :

.
o,

i i

" THAT'S NOT
POSSIBLE... |




/

"IMPOSSIBLE

4
B

WE GOTH
SAYIN' AROUND

THESE PRARTS,
SIR/




YOU CHANNELED ALL RBOUT SiIX SECONDPS ~ MY

THE KINETIC ENERGY NOW, Dr. McCOY. FAV'RITE

FROM HIS KILLER 4 : PART WAS WHEN
BLOW-- _ rmﬁm Y'WAITED FOR DE
== AND WRTCHIN'P EXACT INSTANT
biesCTeD |\ Gouere e on,
TR = 4 DE COUPE DE
FIELD. 7

HOW
LONG HAS
THAT PARTICULAR
TRICK BEEN IN YOUR
REPERTOIRE,
Mr. GP

THE
X-MEN HAVE
BATTLED GLADIATOR
AND HIS COMPANIONS
IN THE PAST...

T EI,J-T
IT SEEMS OUT
OF CHARACTER
FOR HM TO
ATTACK WITHOUT
PROVOCATION.

NOT

==HH
RECKON YR'
CAN ASK HM
YOURSELF!




I
J A7 sHouLD BE
J£ [ STRONG ENOUGH
Sl TO PROTECT YOU
U\ T FROM THE
Ll uﬂwﬁil‘f
.. UNLESS

IT JUST HOVERS
N MID-AIRP

IF YR IS TELLIN' THE TRUT,

THART WOULD
BE ME, Ms,
TILBY.

WE
COULD HERR
{ THIS FIGHT ALL

H,

I HUMBLY
CONFESS 1

GLADIATOR -~ AN' I'M
NGT QUITE CONVINCED
O' THAT -- WE WOULD

e P T ] T AL TR T R

WAS FLILLY
I NEEDED BE HAPPY THELP
RESPONSIBLE, 10 AONTAET LILANDRA,

YOU BECAUSE, RS A
PREATOR OF THE
IMPERIAL GUARD,
I REQUEST A
BOOW,

GRAVE DANGER,
AND YET I HAVE BEEN
FORBIDDEN BY THE

MA, X
INTERFERE o

AS MUCH
AS IT SHAMES
ME TO SRY
THIE.";
Ll YD'LI
HAVE TO
G0 IN MY
STEAD

= TR P e R ey Y B8 T
L - A o L Ly s




AH RECKON WE COULD
DO THAT. WE'LL NEED TO
CONTACT THE OTHERS

SPHERES"P AS
IN SOME 50KT

STAND BACK AT THIS MOMENT, YOUR
e s o o 2 ! ERIENDS ARE EN ROUTE TO

YOU PO TO THEM,
f % THE HEART OF THE MOST
SLADIATORT THEY DIRE CONFLICT THE
HAVE BEEN AR SHI'AR HRAVE EVER
R, 7. TELEFORTEP YVER & FRACED.
gl TO THE ROYAL e . —-s
S\ CRUISER OF THE '

SEND R YOUTH
INTO SUCH DANGER
WOULD LACK HONOR

FOR IF YOUR &/X
COMRRADES ARE NOT

SUCCESSFUL...
“\ EMPIRE WiLL
Fﬁui" [ AT HHD THE
REST OF THE
UNIVERSE WILL
FOLLOW.

i =] -

NEXT 7 Gacaxvi




