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TOM TALKS

Hello, agan!
A funny

thing happenad to me the other day at

| my friendly neighborhood comic book store, |
| was struck by a most
| looking over our ever-increasing competition,
| Large X's ssemed to overflow the comic book

racks, sweeping across them like an unstoppable

tidal wave.

uncanny revelabon while

Sure, | realize that Marvel publishes X-MEN,
UNCANNY X-MEN, GLASSIC X-MEN, X-MEN
UNLIMITED, X-MEN ADVENTURES, X-FORCE

publishing comics featuring big X's plastered
across their covers. [If imitation is the sincerast

form of flattery, | guess

Marvel must be the most

fattered comics company of alll

Curious as to how much praise our
imitators wanted to heap
| able few minutes fipping th

And speaking of judging, | think this calls for a

{ contest! Every lime you spot a character or comic

book title which is obviously

based on one of

ours, I'd like you to send a letter to us ... and to
the other publisher. We'll award Official Marvel
No-prizes to the best letters, and I'm certain that

the other publishers will
as well.
Mail all entries o

have some kind words for

The Mighty Marvel Mimic Contest
%o Marvel Comics
387 Park Avenue South
MNew York, NY 10016
As for the other publishers, mail their entries to:

The Mi

ighty Marvel Mimic Contest

%ﬂﬂrnanmandm
(And tell them that Two-fisted Tom sent youl)

The purpose of this

contest is to have a little

| fun, not to Insult or embarrass any one of our cap-

| uvath'ag copiers. Please keep your letters pnllta

| and clever. There's naver an excusa for
Trﬂnhsiurhalng'lrﬂa!
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ere we are, several weeks into the

summer, and we haven't done

ona of those traditional "ode o
summer” pages yet.

S0 we asked our creative folk how

their characters would spend their

summer vacations if super heroes

were allowed to take a holiday. Here's,

what they had to say.

Ultra-prolific writer Gerry Jones
gave us two answers. “Wonder Man
would do ‘Death of a Salesman' in
summer stock. It would be the first
time where instead of just dying, Willie

Loman would go off in an ionic blast "
As for Hulk . ' whom writes
every three months in 2099 IT-

ED, "He would go down to the |ifeless
sands of polluted California, and
basking under the iradiated skies of
the azoneless future, toast
himself to a golden

mt"

"!15 partner on
WONDER MAN, peanciler
Jefl Johnson, has a dif-
farent g in mind
for Simon Willlams. Jef
said Wondar Man would
spend his summer “guest-
starring on 802101"
(Sounds like a dangerous
Eblé Tl'mtw mﬁtmmlj-

one
AKIRA translator Jo
Duffy said that the cast of
Itﬁ:;; saries would most

“wisit and
telskinesis mmmw
cities around the world.”

The duo of Pat
Mills and Tony Skinner
write two of the 20989
books. (Together, that
makes 4198]) These trav-
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el agents of the future have lots of
activities lined up for their characters.
Noted Pat and Tony, “Punisher 2099
would open up another wing of his
Punishment Hotel — building a bigger
sewer for more scum. And Ravage
would go on safar and wrestle lions
and head-butt rhinos. ™

Ron Goulart, who comes 1o us
from the alternate future of WILLIAM
SHATNER'S TEKWORLD, said of the
hero of that book, “Jake Cardigan
doesn't take vacations. The last t
he tried, five separate Tek cartels tried
to ambush him!™

Wet behind the ears NAMOR
scripter Glenn Herdling said the one
true Sub-Mariner would "go to Sea-
World to spend his vacation with a
few relatives!”

Finally, we have MAD DOG artist
Ty Templeton, who said tha! Bob
McCay's classic canine hero would
"do one of two things: he'd either Qo
on a will tour of the fire hydrants |
of New England, or he'd recuperate
from a particularly unpleasant de-
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