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5 +TICHTY THOR

mmms FRIEND ERIC
MASTERSOW ANP A ?Z-'AM

HO RECENTL

EVOLVEP TO THE POINT
OF DISCORPORATION %

AW MW HE MUST BACE...

86‘:‘9{0-’ WE HAVE )
FOUNT THOSE WE SEEK,BU
THEY Agi TRULY &FWP

o
HE'S R/GHT, Ti
THERE'S MO
CAN HELP THEM

; AND ARE NOT FOR THE
HAVE F4/TH, ERIC FAINT OF HEART !
MASTERSON ! THOUGH my

: MIND REELS AT THE HORROR
wrmmep w WHICH DOTH CONFRONT U6, T
AVENSERS ’%VAWA{ f/f h SHALL FIND A WAY TO
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AYE, BUT THERE MUST
W/ BE AN AMSWER--A METHOD iy
- TO END THEIR TERRIBLE
N\ ASGONIES -- AND FREE ®
D\, THEM FROM THIS GHASTLY

IF AERCLULES AND THE
HASH EVOLUTIOVARY WERE
TRULY GENETICALLY-ACCELERATED
T A STATE BEYOND &O0HOOD...
HOW CAME THEY HERE 7!







THOR, IT MAY BE MY : POUBT MOT | | THE BLACK GALAXY |5 ACTUALLY A 14
IMASINATION ... BUT EVERY- BiO-VERSE,, THAT |6 COMPLETELY com- M
THING IN THIS PLACE

LOOKS @ f POSED OF ORSANIC MATTER !
LIKE ITS ALIVE. g et , '

pL/ lNFlNI ARE THE
AND MYSTERVES
, OF THE UNIVERSE !

MOST SGALAXIES y - DEEP WITHIN ITS CENTER

ARE COLLECTIONS h EDGE OF pm 18 A DARK VOIP... WHICH LaES

OF STARS WHICH . ! B\ /S SHROUDPED FROM THE A

ARE GROUPEP IN . Y REST OF REALITY!

RECOGNIZABLE . T Al L
PATTERNS ! Py < ’

WHETHER BY A QUIRK OF

FATE OR THE DESIGN OF SOME

LINNAMED HAND, THIS BLACK

GALAXY HAS BECOME THE

HOME OF A L/VING LMIVERSE! ‘.L. N

IT'S SHAXING.,. COLLAPSING
BENEATH UG... AS IF IT WERE
TRYING TO TEAR I TSELF

WHAT IS THE
CA/SE OF THIS

MOLTEN ENERGY IT

IS SUDDENLY RELATED 1O THE PLIGHT
OF HERCULES AND TH
HiGH EVOLLTTIONARY =/




AT THAT EXACT MOMENT, IN THE NEARBY CONSTELLA-
TIOV OF RIGEL, HOME OF THE STAR-SPANNING RACE

J/\ THAT 1S WHY WE MUST EMPLOY THE
\ PREADED MULL BamB !/ :

OF &0, IZERS .. ; P, ESIGNED
ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE y 1 UNPERSTAND, NP IT'ro CAUSE AOJ&'PEP-
THREATENS OUR COMM) vee AND MALOS/ION WHICH

4 1 HAVE ALREADY WILL ERADICATE ALL LIFE

ASCERTAINED THAT THEY ARE ITHI HATED
CAUSED BY WITH NETGHAT

50 BE IT! WE
NO CHOICE !

HAVE 5
THE SURVIVAL OF OUR
WORLD (S AT STAKE!

IT IS PONE ! THE BOVMB
HAS BEEN
TO ITS PESTINATION !

1 HAVE ALREADY
PISPATCHED AN

OBSERVER TO THE
BLACK GALAXY !
y —T

FEAR NOT,
EXCELLENCY! HE
15 ALSO QUITE
EXPENPABLE !

BUT, IF THE
NULL BOMB DESTROYS
ALL LIFE...




/s, '/ WE MUST PUT 2
TANCE BETWEEN wmsRLVEs
AND THE PLANETOD !

THOR SHALL FLY
TO LEARN ITS 'NTMENT 2, :

BUT THEN, EVEN BEFORE ANOTHER

=

Y o

Wi Z2B8Y.
/%//‘, /-




GATHER BEHIND - LR | [ N ONLY SACRED MIAMIR CAN
ME ! MOW!! a'ed : v RS | SENERATE A WIND SHIELD
>— “ V1 | N/ POWERFUL ENOW.,.. 1O DIRECT

ALREADY WE HAVE LOST
7WE OF OUR COMRADES -- TR
AND ONLY MY ENCHANTED B
MHAMMER CAN PREVENT
US FROM LOSING MORE !

s BLoor! IT
HATH BEEN SHATTERED
BY THE PLANETARY
RUBBLE !/

THERE $ SOMETHI
HAUNTINGLY A4M/L/

'TIS AF... HE WHO WAS
CONSTRUCTED 10 BE AN

MACHINVE. .. BUT WHOM
THE SON OF ODIN SHALL
E'ER KNOW A& A FORMER

COMRADE -IN-
AND A TRUSTED AR/END...

OBSERVATION: A AFETY
CHECK INDICATES THAT T
SUSTAINED NO INJURIES
FROM THE CRAGH ... AND
ALL CIRCUITS ARE OPER -
ATING AT PEAK EFFICIENCY!

1 FEEL IS NOT A MAL-
FUNCTION! IT IS EX-
HILARATION AT THE
PROSPECT OF BEING

il REUNITED WITH THE




TALK ABOUT €OV~
CIPENCE ! DO You
ALWAYS RUN INTO
OLD BUPPIES LIKE

At
INTRIGUING

OUR MASTER... AND TO RETURN

WITH ENOUSH ASGARDIAN CELL

SAMPLES FOR FUTURE
GENETIC EXPERIMENTS !

TOO LONG H
IT BEEN SINCE
LAST WE MET! ¥

e

A
=

5

— e

? THE S8MILE ON

OBSERVATION

YOUR FACE AND THE WARMTH OF

YOUR WORDS INDICATE THAT You
ARE VERY PLEASED 10 SEE ME!

NOT

COVELL/S/ION: YOU ARE
FULLY COGNIZANT OF THE DIRE
RAMIFICATIONS OF THIS CHANCE

OF WwAT X WE ARE HERE 1O £ MERCES
POST THOU AND THE A/ £ ARy WHO
HAVE BECOME ENTANGLED WITHIN THE

SPECLLATION : THEY
ARE PROBABLY THE CALSE|
OF THE LIPHEAVALS WHICH
# ARE DISRUPTING THE
NEIGHBORING REGIONS...

...AND THE REASON WHY MY
MASTERS HAVE SENT A MAL

moz W DESTROY THE
ACK SAUAXY!

INALL OF CREATION'IT
PRESERVED,

ol THE BOMB AND SAVING
|l YOUR FRIENDS ARE ONE
il AGAINST 4,572,368%!




/ NOW,STAND YE Ak, | | HEY--1 T '\ IT BELONGS TO S/GLRD
WHILST MY ENCHANTED | | RECOGNIZE , TARLSON! HE WAS ALWAYS
OPENS THAT SACK ! CARRYING IT AROLIND !
UNIVERSE ... AND :
A

LLS FORTH ONE
¢\ OF MY MOST PRIZED

THE BAT7LE ARMOR
“ E T : 2 .-?
| ‘ —

Plae]

il

/

>

i SUTA:IT ﬂ;g&%f’yw .
W%psg: FLIVIN
o == FILLED WITH
LUNIMAGINABLE

MHORRIRS
--STANDS BETWEEN US
OUR GOAL ! :

NEYERMORE SHALL
HE MASQUERADE AS
‘mmf

; THE TIME WHEN
THE SOV OF : |
NEEDED W0 BE
L NE ;M" IORE SHALL HE
't' E ANY GUISE...




LET THE MASTERS

R/SEL AND THE 8.
AL

* »

t--" - 1) v,

NI Iy, 7
2.z

—
=) ==

\\\| 8BOM8... BUT THE JOURNEY WiLL BE

CBSERYATION: MY DERMA -CIRCUITE
WILL LEAD Us$ PIRECTLY T2 THE NULL

FRAUGHT WITH INCOMPUTABLE PERIL
|| ...AND TIME 1S AGAINST US !

WHAT ARE THESE
STRANGE GALACTIC
BANDPS WHICH ARE

SUPDENLY SNAKING

TOWARD UsS 7

HELP ME ! THEY'RE YRR </ PUMA WAS
CLOSING IN! CAN'T ] RIPPED OFF HIS
. . 6 ATOMIC STEED--!

OBRSERVATION
MY SENSITIZERS
S |NDICATE THAT
S THEY ARE HiGHLY

6.‘

2

WILL HAVE No
B NATURAL PEFENSES
o AGAINST THEM !

N WARVING
S o N SYSTEMS




Look X/T--!
THEY'RE COMING
| THIS way !

MY COMCLSSION

< SUCH AN ¥ BLASTS
WILL TEMPORARILY HOLD THEM

OB SERVIATION:
] ACT WOULD BE UTTERLY
POINTLESS...SINCE A SWARM
OF BIO-VERSAL ANTIBODIES
HAS A;%EAW BEGUN TO

THE GOP OF
THUNDER SHALL
FLY 10 HIS AID !

d BUT I CAN'T KEEP THIS
S UP WITHOUT DﬂAan::”MY

BUT THESE CREATURES ¢
HAVE Lis COMPLETELY
URROUNDED!

= a”?n‘s"e EARNED
WH THOR
ATTACKING MEP ) WE PLAN,OR--

WE MUST FLEE WHILE
WE STILL CAN! FORGET
THE MISSION! SURVIVAL js ¥

THERE MUST BE MUL/IONS
OF THESE SPACE STINGRAYS !




MY ENCHANTED A4MMER
CAN EASILY GENERATE AN
IMPENETRABLE ot

CRSERVATION: ONLY FOLR
OF U5 REMAIN... AND THE SPACE
.5TIN6RAY5 ARE .SWJQRMING

HAVE NO FFM

THOUGH THEY BE

AS NUMBERLSSS
AS THE STARS IN
THE HEAVENS, THEY
ARE MOTH/MG WHEN §
COMPARED TO 7AHE
POWER OF THOR !

ENERSY ... AND USED TO SEND US
HURTLING TOWARD SAFETY!

3 o
ERl i N o

2

\llf/y

ﬂmu%‘ § '

W\

\\\\

OBSERVAT/ON: You MmAY HAVE
RESCUED US FROM THE SPACE
STINGRAYS...BUT WE WILL NEVER
TRULY BE SAFE... WHILE WE REMAIN
WITHIN THE ZONFINES OF THE
BLAZK L

HEY, THOR-- | MY SUIT ©£7 A MOMENT'S RESPYTE

15 STARTING TO RUN & "N\ WOULD SERVE US ALL !

LOW ON POWER! T

NEED TIME TO
RECHARGE /

=2

” BUT, HEED THE
WORDS OF THE

RELAX NOT THY
GUARD!




Avir! 1 FORGIVE ME, HE FELL
WAS CARELESS! | THOR ! FORGIVE US" S/LENT THE
MISTUDGED THE [ ALL! WE WERE MOMENT HE
ASTEROID ! ONLY FOLLOWING PIERCED
ORDERS / THAT
—— MEMBRANE !

BEWARE!
BEWARE YOUR
RETURN TO >

L)

PN NoT!
SOON SHALL THOR
BE WITH THEE !

YOU SHOLLDN'T RISK
YOUR LIFE FORME! &

AN O0D TINGL/ING IT FEELS MUCH LIKE WHY PID HE WARN HE LIES 8O

THE TROLLISH ME OF 2 S7/L] 50
RETE SRR | | e 7%
\\\ THOUSAND SPEAR- | |  ME THERE 7!

SF




OBSERVATION : THAT MEMBRANE
CONTAINED A FACTOR WHICH IN-
STANTLY AGED You SEVERAL

\ WE MUST $10P THE MY/LL BOMB...
AND RESCUE MERCULES AND THE
MASH EVOLLTIOMARY... |IF THE

DEATHS OF OUR
ARE TO HAVE ANY MEANING /

«BUT THE NATURAL

LIFE SPAN OF AN ASSARDIAN §

5 FAR OREATER THAN IT :
ANTICIPATED !

MY SENSITIZERS |@ o AND 80, MERE | THE SOW OF ODW SHALL SCOUT FOR

INDICATE THAT IT o MOMENTS PANGER... WHILE THOU DOST COMPUTE

1S LOCATED SOME - LATER... THE &XACT POSITION OF THE BovB ! A

WHERE ON THAT

MIST -COVERED OBSERVATION : THE

PLANETOID ! =] LAND MASS OF Tng
r._ . > | PLANETOID APPEARS TO

BE GWER%V:"ITH A
LAYER OF Ly-
HUED ng*g

WHAT 1S THEIR
CONNECTION WITH THE
BLACK GALAXY?Y

*




MY MIND REELS AT <
POSSIBILITIES !

it

B T AM STILL FUNCTIONAL ...
| BUT CAN ONLY OPERATE
AT 37% EFFICIENCY !

- [ ——

IT 18 DIRECTLY IN




OBSERVATION : T AM
CRIPPLED... AND THE
HUMAN IS DEFENSELESS!

A e
S CONCLUS/ON: You
( . MUST CONTINUE ALONE!
'? S —~—7
P — pm——e
/{"‘“\ . _\ - ===

Z T A\exs
'-v—"'"-_— < e
i/
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|.u l ‘ S
Ll A
. > L
! 0
.. T WILL NOT
DISHONOR MY
AND MYSELF -- BY
LEAVING You
BEHIND !
g |
. t‘
fy
1
O

=2/ Y'KNOW SOMETHING,
THOR... "MERD ~ USED
TO BE ANOTHER WORD (N

B-BUT You HAVE NO
CHOICE! WE WILL ONLY
HINPER You !

MY DAMAGED BoDY
WILL NOT SURVIVE
THE RIGORS OF

A WAY TO REFER
0 A TALENTED

YOu TAUGHT
ME IT6 TRUE
MEANING .
ToDAY ! .
—s

THE PICTIONARY TO ME !

BY THE WAY, 1
LIKE THE 8&64RL!

THINK ABOUT
=—\ AEEPIVG IT!




OBSERVATION : WE HAVE REACHED P
THE SUMMIT... BUT THE SIGHT WHICH  (EtNEEY
GREETS US... 1S FAR BEYOND OUR
MOST SEVERE EXTRAPOLATIONS !

T-THAT THING MUST BE
CLOSE TO FIVE HUNDRED
: FEET TALL /

\ E::rl
[ B fsﬂn'f?“

; 3 ’\ L // »

- ?“‘?%‘% wa-"'"'“‘*

| Qi et e ST
3 ’ Wi THESE - * MY DERMA- | I ;
67%“;‘4;! HAVEN'T ENCOUN- 7/ Ml CIRCUITS ARE STRAINING | THE MULL BOMB

N TERED ANY7A/MS LIKE THEM IN THIS TO ACCURATELY RECORD WILL DETONATE
B SALAXY... AND THEY REMIND ME OF THE W § THIS INCOMPREHENSIBLE IN EXACTLY
GIANT HEADS OF EASTER ISLAND ! ¢ INPUT , AND... FIVE SECONDS !




STAND YE BACK... AND
SHELP THINE EYES...FOR
FOWER

WITHIN AN INSTANT, IT

WITHOUT ANCTHER WORD, THE GOP
THUNDER SENGS THAT TORRENT

ENTERING THE
7

17 CONTINUES 175 MAD
RUSH THROUGH TIME
AND SPACE--

SLICES ACRASS THE
B/O-VERSE

WORLDS AGE GVEN 4
CHANCE AT

LIFE!

... AND DIRECT IT
INTO A SINGLE,
IRRESISTIBLE
TORRENT OF
cosmic
FORCE!

t W A Paroxyam oF
UNMEASLRABLE
FURY, THE SUN /S
REIGNITED-- .

7EP




OB SERVATION : AYE, BUT THE MOST PIFFICULT
THE MIGHTY THOR LEG OF OUR QUEST STILL AWAITS !

HAVE JOY, ASGARDIAN!
TRUE ‘”mw 1S
WITHIN THY GRASP!

WELL MET, OPINSON! MY DOLIR COMPANION STOP GLAGTING, HERCULES !

SCORFED WHEN I FORETOLD OF THY COMING ! S NOT EVEN THE GOP OF THUNDER

I KNEW THAT THOU WOULPST NEVER FORSAKE HAS THE WIT OR POWER TO
THE PRINCE OF POWER ! FREE us! -

OBSERVATION: THE DISCORPORATED
ENTITIES WE SEEK ARE APPARENTLY
IMPRISONED WITHIN THESE STRUCTURES !

WHAT ABOUT
THE GIANT /MAGES
WE &AW 7?7

= 7R STATEMENT = T AM RECEP-
g ; TIVE TO SUGGESTIONS !

NO MEMOARY HAVE T OF SUCH
EVENTS! T MERELY AWOKE
7 BEREFT OF BODY !

FREE ME! 1 SHOULD
BE LANGUISHING IN THE <
ARMS OF A BEAUTIFUL ¢
D, NOT

PICKLED WITHIN THIS
LONELY CONTAINER !

1 THINK WE'VE
SOT ANOTHER
PROBLEM !




PROTECTION : THE
PROBABILITY OF A
CELESTIAL ATTACK
1S NOW 99.99999% !
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8 GRE INSTANTS AWAY /: /

IS FrRom TERMINATION ! )

T

AND THEN, EVEN AS HE MOWLS /N PAIN AND CONEUSIOW,
THE HAND OF THE CELEST/AL .cmmsﬁss A NEW MAEL -




SO GREAT (S THE BLAST, SO IRRESISTIBLE 11s W/
FURY, THAT A MASSIVE CHUNK OF THE PLANETOIR
SENT CAREENING ACROSS THE BLACK GALAXY...

”!///////////////
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WE MAY NEVER LEARN X MAYHAPS, THIS (S YET
EXPERIMENTS !

STATEMENT: T HAVE
ALREADY EMPLOYED MY
INTERNAL CIRCUITRY TO
CLONTACT MY MASTERS, AND
REGQUEST A SPACE &HIP!

THEY ARE DISPLEASED
OVER THE RESOLUTION
OF THE NULL BOmMB, BUT
THEY EAGERLY AWAIT
MY FuLL REPORT !
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UNIMAGINABLE
PURPOSE 7
WHAT WAS IT?

METHINKS THERE BE
CERTAIN TRUTHS WHICH
ARE UTTERLY 8&5XoWP
THE KEN OF MORTAL
AND MACHINE...

-

.1 CAN DRAW NO LOGICAL
CONCLUSIONS FROM IT!

AN

N ASSARD AN X,
gﬁr IN THE LIFE OF
IND A STARTLING TURNNG 7 X! .7 MUSS..

/
RCUUES ﬂiﬂ”'%‘ff

EVERYONE'S FAVOR/TE




